The DNA polymerases of Leishmania mexicana.
Two previously isolated DNA polymerases from the parasitic protozoan Leishmania mexicana were further characterized by exposure to inhibitors of mammalian DNA polymerases. DNA polymerase A, a high molecular mass enzyme, and DNA polymerase B, a beta-like DNA polymerase were compared to each other and to their mammalian counterparts regarding pH optimum, utilization of templates, and response to various inhibitors and ionic strengths. The results suggest that the DNA polymerases from L. mexicana differ from the host enzymes and may offer a target for chemotherapeutic intervention.